Confusing God



"I think where both side of the nature of
God debate get it wrong, is that we fail to
appreciate the difference between an angry
God and a God who gets angry. It may

sound like splitti %axrs. but it's a
tremendously xmpontant ‘hair to split.”

ZackHunt
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Premise 2: Human'fty is Not

Premise 3: God is Slow to Anger
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Premise 4: Wrath is Responsive

Premise 5: The Cross Stands
Between Us and God




Your hands are full of blooci:! Woash and make

yourselves clean. Take your evil deeds out of
my sight; stop doing wrong. Liearn to do right;
seek justice. Defend the oppressed. Take up
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the cause of the fa%i{ sS; plead the case of
the widow., I=4iah 1:16-17
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The Internet and social media have trained
my brain to read a paragr'aph or two, and
then start looking around. When I read an
online article from the Atlantic or the New

Yorker, after a few i agraphs | glance over
at the slide bar to ju udge the article's length.
My mind strays, and 1 find myself clicking

on the sidebars and the underlined links.
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Nicholas Carr's book "’l'!’he Shallows"
analyzes the phenomenon, and its subtitle
CEVAR U E What the Internet Is Doing to

Our Brains.” Carr. p&l_{s out that most

Americans, and young people espemally. are
showing a precxpﬁ&%é?declme in the amount
of time spent reading.
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I've concluded that a commitment to reading
is an ongoing battle. We have to build a
fortress with walls strong enough to
withstand the temptations of that powerful
dopamine rush while als &aprovxdxng shelter
for an environment that allows deep reading
to flourish. Christians especially need that
sheltering space, for quiet meditation is one
of the most important spiritual disciplines.







Why is the bible so confusing?
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Does the bxble oitradxct itself?
W hat do I take literally?
Which parts still have application today?

Is the bible still relevant?




A Iong. long t:me ago. [ used to be a
Christian. Then again, I aIso used to believe

in Santa Claus. The thmg that primarily
killed my faith is that I read enough of The

Bible to realize that it teemed with

contradictions and thusicouldn't possibly have

been divinely inspired, AKA the infallible

words of a perfect God that was dictated to
human transcribers. Jim Goad
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Acts Onward

O1d Testament—'j Gospel

God the Father God the Son God the Spirit




that arise when dealing vfrith meaningful
human actions and the products of such
actions, most importantly texts. As a

methodological discipline, it offers a toolbox

peating problems of the

interpretation ofthuman actions, texts and
other me’é‘iﬁ'g%&i"‘material.

Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy




If scripture states something, but then
modifies it at another point, we realize that the
subject being addressed is a continuous theme

If scr:pture ﬂoes not, then
it is considered closed




"Now is the winter of our discontent /
Made glorious summer by this sun of

York; / And all the clouds that lour'd upon

our house / In the:deep bosom of the ocean
buried.” thhardil'l‘l. ) ct°°l Scene 1, 1592




He is talking-about'the-Wag of the Roses, a

civil war over the throne of England
between the houses of Lancaster and York.
At this point, the war proper is over — the
Yorkists have defeated the Lancasters, and
Edward IV, a York, now sits on the
throne. Thus, theswar (“our discontent")
has come to a clogég@ﬁiﬁter of"), which
resulted in victory (“glorious summer") for
the Yorks ("sun of York"), and so drawing
to a close the York's major problems.
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The Old and New Testament is the

progressive revelation of the character
and nature of God. It is the unfolding
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story of God's p
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’I’he B_rj‘)jz_and-

O1d Testament—- . .Gospel cts Onward
God the Father God the Sfm God the Spirit

Law, Sin Heart Power
Temple Religion Gifts

2 "
Covenant Grace  Supernatural
Holiness - Gentiles Fruit

Sets the table Meal is served  Takeout




The BibJezanddhe Trinity
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)| Testent—"ﬁ, iael : clt\s.'Onward
God the Father God the S‘fn God the Spirit

Dietary
Laws
Leviticus 11

Acts 10




The Bibjeghddhe Trinity

O1d Testament—' Gospel cts Onward
God the Father God the Srn God the Spirit

Matthew

War, 15:38-? 6
Violence h
;w

26‘ :52- 54




The Q;b)gquf e Trinity

O1d Testament—’ Gospel cts Onward
God the Father God the Srn God the Spirit

Relational
Laws
Leviticus 18

‘Matt. 5:32, Acts 15
15:19,19:9  1Cor., Gal.,
Mark 7:21 Eph., Col.
John 8:41 etc.
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rate x time = distance

going 5 miles per hour, it will take me 1000
hours to cover 5000 miles.

going 50 miles pershour, it will take me 100
hours to cover. 5000 miles.

going 500 miles per hour, it will take me 10
hours to cover 5000 miles.
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easy to understand. But we Christians are a
bunch of scheming swindlers. We pretend to
be unable to understand it because we know
very well that the minute we understand, we
are obliged to act accordingly. Take any words
in the New 'I'estament and forget everything

except pledging yo ,gagslfttwact accordingly.
My God, you will say, if I do that my whole
life will be ruined. How would I ever get on in
the world?” Sgren Kierkegaard
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We have mﬁjc'ﬁ—_- -to*say-about-this, but it is
hard to make-it-clear to yombecause you no
longer try to understand. I fact, though by
this time you ought to be teachers, you
need someone to teach you the elementary
truths of God's word all over again. You
need milk, not solid food! Anyone who
lives on milk, beingistill.an infant, is not
acquainted with'the't eachrng about
righteousness. But'solxd food is for the
mature, who by constant use have trained
themselves to distinguish good from evil.

Hebrews 5:11-14




