st Modern  raill

Unbroken




Recap
WWhat Is the greatest threat to the church today?

A conflicted (divided) church

| appeal to you, dear brothers and sisters, by the authority of our Lord Jesus
bhrist, to live in harmony with each other. Let there be no civisions In the
church. Rather, be of one mind, united In thought and purpose. Us Il

since God In his wisdom saw to 1t that the world would
never know him through human wisdom, he has used our
foolish preaching to save those who helieve. /s ?|
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Recap

bod has united you with Christ Jesus. For our henefit God made him to
he wisdom Itself. Christ macde us right with God; he made us pure
and holy, and he freed us from sin. Therefore, as the scriptures say,
“If you want to hoast, hoast only about the Lord (Jer. 8:24)." \s 50-31



Artificial Maturity, Tim Elmore

foday, hecause information Is so prevalent, our kids assume they have
lexperiential knowledge| when they only have [Informational
knowledge . With an abundance of knowledge, their confidence can soar,
hut 1t's based on a virtual foundation. Without experience, I1t's easier for
Knowledge to produce judgmental attitudes, bullying, and arrogance.

Analysts say there are Increasing signs that a lack of Independence fuels
stress, anxiety, and depression among young people. ..Kids early
lves today are too full of information and structure, and too empty of
iInnocence and the freedlom to play and explore. But by adolescence,
It's almost the opposite. It's as though they experience a flip-tlop. Their
lves are too full of freedom, and too empty of accountahility.



Artificial Maturity, Tim Elmore

For the most part, adults have failed to build true “lite skills™ in kids. We
haven't helped them self-regulate and make decisions about concerns that
matter. students’ busy schedules often aren't all that meaningful, anc
young people spiral downward Into despair over relatively trivial 1Ssues.
Thelr days are full of artificial activities with artificial conseguences,
resulting in artificial maturity. The stress Is real, but it 1 often over
things that don't really matter, and it 1sn't building mature people.

As adults, we have done a poor Job In getting this generation of Kids
ready for life. If they flounder, It IS because weve focused on preparing
the path for the children Instead of the children for the path



Artificial Maturity, Tim Elmore

Artificial maturity 1s the result of two simultaneous realities In the
2lst century. It can be summarized that kids are over-exposed to
information earlier than they are ready & ids are uncer-
exposed to first-hand experiences later than they are ready.

Ancient cultures had language for such circumstances. Two ancient Greek
words for knowledge were @inosko and epinigosko. The first meant “to be
informed or to be aware.” The second meant “to fully understand through
experience.” It's the difference between knowing about someone and knowing
someone. [e've unwittingly created a society where information Is so
prevalent that kids can become satistied with ginosko and never go deeper. A
wealth of information creates a poverty of attention,” said Herbert simon.






LIkewise, In the church today we have people who have fots
of Information (some of It bad or even wrong) but very little
experience. This leads to Christians becoming insecure In

their faith and responding immaturely to culture



Are you wise?



“Uver most of the one thousand years of philosophy In ancient Greece and
Rome, philosophy was assiduously studied in every generation by many
ancient philosophers and their students as the best way to become oot
people and to live good human lives.” John . Cooper, Pursuits of
Wisdom: olx Ways of Life in Ancient Philosophy from socrates to Plotinus



s we are looking at this passage from First Corinthians together, we are
learning why 1t 1s that all our accumulation of knowledge does not
ever seem to help us handle life better. The reason, however, Is not so
much because of the lack of knowledee -- we all have lots of
knowledge today -- but because of the lack of wiscdom, true wisdom,
and this 1s why this passage IS so fantastically helpful to us. Ray stedmar



You can't get enough knowlecige to make you wise
You don’t get wisdom from imitation
Wisdom 1s not found In comfort

Failure 1s usually the first step towards wisdom



When | first came to you, dear brothers and sisters, | didn't use lofty
words and impressive wiscom to tell you God's secret plan. 2::



soqrowe, o0phia: the wisdom which belongs
to men, sKill, knowleage and practice

Wisdom 1s not simply In the mind, It IS also the
methods of culture. Paul continually contrasts this
with God's way as If the two are mutually exclusive



| came to you In weakness—timid and trembling. And my message
and my preacning were very plain. Rather than using clever and persuasive
speeches, | relied only on the powver of the Holy Spirit. | did this so you
would trust not in human wisdom but In the power of God. s -5



Vet when | am among mature helievers, | do speak with words
of wisdom, but not the kind of wisdom that belongs to this world
or to the rulers of this world, who are soon forgotten. /s b



No, the wisdom we speak of Is the mystery of God—his
nlan that was previously hicden, even though he made
It for our uftimate gfory before the world began. Vs /



But It was to us that bod revealed these things by his Spirit. ror his
opirit searches out everything and shows us God's deep secrets. No
0Ne Can Know a person’s thoughts except that person’s own spirit,
and no one can know God's thoughts except God's own Spirit. Us [0-1



IWhen we tell you these things, we o not use words that come
from human wisdom. Instead, we speak words given to us by the
opirt, using the spirit’s words to explain spiritual truths. Us |3



But people who aren’t spiritual can't recelve these truths from God's
opirt. It all sounds foolish to them and they can't understand it, for
only those who are spiritual can. [and what the opirit means.lhe
nerson with the apirit makes. ud ment ahout all things, but such
person is not subject tedmerelyhuman judgments, Vs 1415

ogvorkplorve, ANaKrino, judges: to Investigate,
examine, enquire into, scrutinize, sift, question, determine
the excellence or defects of any person or thing



IWhat do the smart, powerful people of the world do with Jesus of Nazareth?
WWell, the answer Is they crucify him, don't they? They reject him; they deny
him; they put him to death It they possibly can. That I1s what they did in the Ist
century and that I1s what they still do tocay. Why? Because they think he Is
crazy? No, even today, 2,000 years later, nobody thinks Jesus was crazy.

Well, why do they resist him? The answer, of course, IS
not because they think nhe Is crazy, but because they are
afraid he s right. He threatens people. Ray otedmar



Paul uses wisdom bx In chapter two

lofty words and Impressive wisdom ¢:|
human wiscdom but in the power of God. 2o

words of wisdom, but not the kind of wisdom that belongs to this
world or to the rulers of this world, who are soon forgotten. Vs b

No, the wisclom we speak of IS the mystery of God /2

(o not use words that come from human wisdom. 153



[ relied only on the power of the Holy Spirit Vs 4

But It was to us that God revealed these things by his Spirit. For hig
opirit searches out everything and shows us God's deep secrets. Us Il

and no one can know God's thoughts except God's own Spirit. s |

And we have received God’s Spirit (not the world's spirit), so we
can know the wonderful things God has freely given us. \s |2

Instead, we speak words given to us hy the spirit, using
the Spirit’s words to explain spiritual truths. Vs 13

But people who aren’t spiritual can't receive these truths from God's spirit s |4
for only those who are spiritual can understand what the Spirit means \s |4

The Holy Spirit 1s mentioned 9x
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In our daily fives the authenticity of our faith Is tested. We wish to engage, to
represent the King and the Kingdom, but our cufture I1s becoming Increasingly
hostile. The temptation becomes to modlify or assimilate to the culture.

10 make the message of Christ and the Cross less offensive to culture

Unly wisdom will help us to navigate this



T

“Who can know the Lord’s thoughts?
Who knows enough to teach him?”

But we understand these things, for we have the mind of Christ. Us 16



testimony about bod vs | iweakness with great
Jesus Christ and him crucified ys 2 fear and trembling vs 5

bod's wisdom, a mystery ys 7 emonstration of the

Are you wise?

s ¢

The Spirit searches all things vs I %%'é'gi]gg\‘;";rr \)’Ssg
thoughts of God except 50 we can know (eido)
the spirit of God vs | the wonderful things vs 17 _
Knowleage + practice = wisdom
understand what God .
has freely given us vs |7 (8 p | ” t)
words taught by the spintvs 15— itk the Snirit makes
explaining spiritual realities Jucgments vs o
with Spirit-taught words vs |3 not subject to merely

discerned only through the Spirit vs 14 human judgments vs 1



For | decided that while [ was with you | would foreet
everything except Jesus Christ, the one who was crucified. Us ¢

How does Paul confront the most corrupt city (culture) in the Roman Empire?
He doesn't, he leans Into the Holy spirit. He “forgets everything™ except Christ.

[he distinction 1s Important, learn culture,
methodology and values, or [earn Jesus.

View Christ through culture or view culture through Christ?
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UCC Waterloo Sermons

Raja Stone

UCC Waterloo Sermons
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